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7 ſpecial reſpetts and obligements to your | 
d ſelf, was that which drew me forth | 
& upon this ſervice : What was preacht at, 
your deſire, ts now publifht under your | 
V Name. If 1 have ſpoken ſomewhat free- | 
ly in matters of ſo great concernment; it will be (1 hope) * 
in theſe times of freedome, if not commenaable, yet par- | 
+ donable : Er veniam pro laude peto.. I am not 1gnorant, | 
Py 2 that the World i even ſurfeted on Sermons , many ha- | 
| ving been hearers ſo long that xow like them that live by 
the falls of the River Nilus, they are grown ſpiritually 
deaf , hear no more. But the occaſion of thu Sermon s| 
4 3 not : 
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i wot erdinary, may be leſs h:reaftey, and ſuch as will not 
[ 


| patiently heare, may poſſibly better ſee their own erxoar, 
: who while they pluck one flake after anothcy ont of the 
' hedg of Government, endanger the laying all flat and 
| level, 
| Magiſtracie aud Miniſtery are the great ſtays of the 
| VPorld, preſervatives of ec , Diſtin&ton and Reve- 
| rence... The Miniſtery & the Magiſtrates guard, bank 
and Eulwar k, of ſingular uſe, even to civil peace and obe- 
 dience , unleſs we 5an believe that a prople will honour 
Magiſtrates, and obey their Laws , that through barba- 
| rows irreligiouſneſs fears neither God ner men, But 
| ſome men are ſs unjuit as to deſire a Miniſtery, axd yet 
| 80 grudg them their maintenance, unleſs what's next 10 
| none, an arbitary, poor and uncertain one, as hard tocome 
by, as to live oy, 
 .$IR,be you pleaſed ſlill ro continue acordial friend 
; 80 Magiſtracie and Miniſtery, Religion and Learning, 
| Piety ang Sobricty; which will engrave you on the 
'Annals of Time , 4 17ue Common-wealths-man: 
| Praying the bleſſings of Heaven on you and yours, Ireft 


Servant inour Lord, 


Sam, Gardiner. 
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T be excellencie, neceſſitie, conſiſlencie 
and uſefulneſs of Magiltracie ard 
Miniſterie #nder the 


Goſpel. 
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P$ Ak. 77.20. 


Thou leadeft thy people like a flock , by the hand of | 
Moſes and Aaron. | 


« | 
ig He Plalme isa Palme of eAſapis. It may be 


to brivg. to remembrance Gods ancient | The tle 
W-& JL verſe 11. old wonders of mercie. The Pro- | Pſalme, 
'phet (for ſo he was, as appears, 2 Chron.29. z ©.) at the pen+ 

ning of thePſalme , ſeems to have been in a ſad condition: 


his | 


A ns 
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A. entitled A4/aphs rehearſal Sermon,or a Pſalme | n . 
fthe | 


mercies. 1 will remember thy wonders of ld, | 38, 2ndrhe 70 |? 
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T he neceſ ſrtie of 

\ his ſpirit overwhelmed, verſe 3. ſo as that he could neither 
ſleep not ſpeak , werſe 4- yet he endeavours to raiſe ap/his 
hop#end heart in God, by calling co minde bi ancient loving 
kindneſs to bis people 1/rael, whom when they came out of &/£- 
gype, a rude, mixt and ungovern'd multitude , he was yer 
pleafed graciouſly ro take the guidance and government of, 
© | Mare 4'p*(urs, | £0 carry them through the red Sea, through all difficulties 
{© | whole wergs, | and perplexities inthe Wilderneſs, co the promiſed land by 
| hingered the'r | the ſervice of Moſes and Aaron ; this the holy man of God 
© | paſſage. recounts here, to his own particular comfort and e- 
Sjechuliter fa- | ent as 2 ſingular mercy, not to be forgotten , with which 


* | fa ant dit op - 
_ _= 4 _ | hecloſes his Song , and concludes the Plalme, 7 hou leddeft, 


* | punt. Tertul, | FC» 
& | Ecb13.5. In the words we have, 
3F 1 A lingularand ſpecial mercy celebrated , The govern- 
ment of //rael in the Wilderneſs,expreſled in this word, Led- 
deſt. 
| p The principal Authour of this mercy , God himſelf; | 
: Thon leadeſt. | 
3 The Inſtruments imploy'd by God, in and for the be- | 
towing this mercy, Moſes and Aaron : By the handof Moſes 
and _ 0 ETON ; 
4 The ſubjects of this Government,or perſons partaking 
of this mercy, Gods own people : Thy people. F 
5 The manner or temper of this Government: like a fleck.. 
| T bow leddeft,&c.- 
| To begin with the firſt particular, the mercy here celebra- 
ted; The Government of //rael in the Wilderneſs, expreſſed 
in this word, leddeſt, * 
| A mercy indeed moſt fit to be chankfully celebrated aid 
= remembred. For Government is the mercy of all outward 
 mercies. The bond that bindes , as the High Prieffs girdle, 


| __ | — ' his other garments , all other bleſſingsro us. The very life 
| j ' and ſonle of the World , wichout which it would y 

' return to its old ({beos of confuſion, and become a carcaſe 0 

| corruption, rotting into its firſt ſimple clements. Ina word, 
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the very breath of our noſtrils , without which we can no 

more. live then wichont the common air we breathin; an | 

expreſſion borrowed from no Court-flatrerer ,. but fromthe | 

Prophet 7eremy, and applied by him to nane of the beſt Go- | 

vernours, King Zedekjah, Lam. 4-20. T hebreathof our noſtrils, | 
the anointed of the Lord, was taken in their pits, of whom we ſaid, ' 
Under bis ſhadow we ſhall live among ft the heathes. | 

Bur I need not ſailto Ophir for Gold, ro guild this ſubjeR, Eo 
there's enough, a mine inthe Text, in this one word /edaeff. | NT, placide 
For it's a Paſtoral leading, or the leading of a Shepherd his 
ſheep, ſo much the word here uſed implies , and the latter 
| words cleer it; for thou leddeſt like @ flock, and ſo conſequently, 
'aS a Shepherd. 

Now in the Shepherds leading of his flock, there are three 
things that will ſufficient! y ſet forth , and commend unto us 
the excellency of the bleſling of Government. 

I Diretion- | 
2 Proviſion. 
Tt Protettion- 

1 Inthe Shepherds leading there is dire&ion, to which 
{ purpoſe , asovur Saviour (the chief Shepherd of our ſouls) 
obſerves according to the cuſtome of thoſe Eaſtern Coun» | 
bor , he goes be.orethem , he leads them forth , and he | John 20.4. 
brings them in, he has his whiſtle or voice to call, and it that | 
will not do, his Dog to fetch in wanderers and ftraglers. 

Government a4ingular mercy in reſp«& of direRion, 
inregard it guides and direQs men what to do, howto carry \ 
themſelves in the ſeveral windings and turnings of their 
lives. And this it does by wholeſome and good Laws, which , 
are c i5 ratio, common reaſon, or reaſon of State, Na- 
| tional wildome and underſtanding, civil direQories pointing 

the rhexperienc'd Traveller, like the CMercarial Statues of 
| old, inco the right path, or path of right : Sheep are avima- 
lia erratica , apt to erre and go aſtray. It's no way good or 
ſafe for them eo be left to che lelf-deſtruRtive liberty of their | p,,,,, ,. -- 
| ownftraglings. They muſt be infolded berwixt rewards and | peg. 
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Preit ut profit, 


Ariſtotle wrote 


Divim Paier- | 
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pounded. -And men have their errours too ; 1 have gone 4- 
ſtray liks a ſreep that's loſt , ſays the Kingly Prophet. The far 
; greater part of menare born, not to rule, but tv obey; to be 
| ledand directed by others, ſeeing they have not a ſufficiency 
of reaſonandunderſtanding , much leſs of grace and hone- 


The people of 1ſrael, Gods own people,never ſtrayed farther 
from all Piety and Juſtice , then when every man was left to 
his own governmentand ſelf-diretion;doing what was good 
in his own eyes. As we may ſee in the ſtory of the Levite and 
his. Concubine ( and ſuch times uſually make bold with the 
_—_— recorded in the laſt Chapter of Zager, and the laſt 
Verſe. ; 

Government a fingular mercy inreſpe& of dire&ion, that's 
the firſt. 

2 In the Shepherds leading his ſheep,as there's dire&ion,ſo 
proviſion; he goes before them, bur it's to feed them; he leads 
thew, butitsto green paſtwres , and cleer ſtill waters, Pal. 
23-3. | 

Government a ſingular mercy in reſpe@of proviſion, in re- 
gard ic provides for all, takescare of all,even of the poore, 
of infants and out-caſts, thatelſe would periſh : ir regulates 
trade, it forbids Monopolies , ingroſſures, depopulating in- 
cloſures, that ſo all may live in imployment. 

Governonrs and Magiſtrates, the powgrs mentioned, Row. 
13-1. as they are ordained of God: 10 it's inbonum, for good, 
to be not flagel{a jra Det , the plagues and ſcourges, but ra 
| ther proviſeres , tO provide for the people committed to their 
' care. Tobe like God whom they repreſent, optims; as well as ma- 


| ximi, beſt as well as greateſt; and firſt beſt,and then greateſt. 
| The hunger-ſtarv'd «/£g yptiens run to Pharaoh, and he ſends 
| chem tg oſeph, and what would they have done, if they had 
| not had a foſephto provide for them ? The woman in the 
| ſiege of Samaria, cryed ou tothe King, Help, my Lord, 6 King . 
| Hence the Heathen placed the Images of their 1agiftrates 


ſty, to carry themſelves inoffenſively toward God and man. | 
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puniſhmentsof wiſe laws, and ſometimes upon treſpa(s im- 
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by their (pring-heads , which refreſh all comers , the poor- 
eſt and meaneſt. The King of Geraris fty'd Abimelech ,that 
is, My father the King, and the Rowan Senators were uſually 
ſtyl'd Fathers. Now it belongs to Fathers,as to guide and go- 
vern, ſo to provide for their family. Government, as it's a di- 
reQion of all, ſo it's intended by God as a proviſion for all ; 
and therefore in ic's own nature , a ſingular bleſling to 
all. - | 

3 Inthe Shepherls leading ,as there's direQion and provi- 
ſion, ſo preteQtion : as he guides and feeds, ſo he defends his 
flock. To this purpoſe he has his aff , and chiefly his Dog, 
not to worry weak ſheep, but abigere lupos, to drive away the 
Wolves and beaſts of prey from the fold. Otherwiſe he's a 
/ bireling, one that cares not for the ſheep, but the wool. 

Government a ſingular mercy : for as it direts men where 
they are aptto erre, provides for ſuch as are moſt expoſed to 
want ; ſoit proteRts all in what they enjoy. Pluck up the 
hedge of Government, and all things are common. 

No man has any thing which another may not ſay is his, 
if ſo be he have the longer ſword : Magiſtrates are therefore 
ſtyled the Bields of the earth, Pſal-47.9. The ſhield isa wea- 
pon of defence, not offence : it keeps off blows, it interpoſes 
it ſelf twixt harm and the body. All ſtories divine and hu- 
mane are full of che names of ſuch as have ſacrificed them- 
ſelves to certain death for the ſafety of the (ommun-wealth. 
Bur, alas ! we are fallen into the very dregs of time,men are 
_ of themſelves, and that'sa ſigne of perillous times, yea, a 
cauſe. 


The King of Tyre is called an artointed covering Cherub, 


as it were under his wing : 1/agifrates,when worthy of their 
place and calling,are Angel; Cuſtodes,Guardian Angels of the | 
places they pre/le over, like the Cherwbims that covered the 
Arks.the Law,and the Teſtimany from prophane irreverence, 
or like theſe (hernbims in Paradiſe, that with the flaming 
—_ of 7«ſtice defend the lives and poſſeſſions of their 
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from the tender proteRion he gave his people, quaſi /#5 alir, 
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2 Per.2-10, 
| Jude 8. 


Legibus ſervire 
| ibertas. 

| Cicero, 
 Aqui”as 

4 Xenoph 10. 
Cyrus 


on 26 Be is NE SO ta RAN 


4 Concentn quo- 
dam Muſco, 
4 Z&lian. Var. 


my R——_—_—__—_ 


; people in peace and ſecurity. And is not this, my beloved, a 
ſingular mercy ? have ye fo ſoon forgot lawleſs and ptunde- 
| ring times? Feare, lett a worſe thing happen unto you. 
| Doubtleſs, to be deprived of the benefit of good Laws, and 
the proteRion of Government, is nothing elſe then with Ne- 
tuchadnezar to be driven to live amongſt beaſts,of ifamongft 
men, under the curſe and trembling of Cain, that, omny homo 
i itor, every one that meets us will ſlay us; Government then a 
| iogular mercy inreſpe& of proteRion. 

Let there be none amongſt us then that may deſerve 
the brand of Saint Peter *, and Saint 7ud: , ſet on ſome in 
their days, (ſo ancientisthe miſtake of true Chriſtian liber- | 


| ty) T bey deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak, evil of dignitie: : preſum- | 


ptuous and ſelf-willd perſons. We ſhould be moſt _— | 
ful to God and men for ſo excellent a bleſſing, if we ſhould | 
look upon all Government as tyranny and ſlavery , on juſt : 
Laws as bolts and ſhackles. It's true liberty to obey good | 
| Lawes. For good Lawes are nothing but refta ratio, right 
reaſon, and he's a beaſt or a bedlam, that will not be'rul'd } 
| by reaſon. The Perſians taught their children the knowledge | 
of Laws aſſoon as of Letters. | 
Andthe Cretians and Agathyrſi were ſo in love with their | 
Laws , that they taught chem their children in Songs with | 
Mufick.” An imitation poſſibly of Gods own preſcription, | 
who taught his people che ſum of his Laws ina Song. Saint - 
Paul gives order that Prayers , and not onely Prayers , but 
T bankggivings alſo ſhould be offered up to God for all in an- | 
thority, that under them we may live a peaceable life ; if that | 
| we may, ſurely mach rather when we do , or may if we | 
pleaſe. 
And great reaſon thanks ſhould be offered. up to God in 
this behalf, in regard Dew nobi4 hec otia fecit ; God is the 
principal authour of this mercy , whoſoever be the inſtrn- 
| ments , T how leddeft , thongh by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. | 
Ged was the Shepherd of Irarl thas led Joſeph Like a flock, even | 
| he that ſits between the Cherwbims. T how leddeft, ſayes 1ſaiah, 
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thy people with thy glorious arm by the right hand of Moſes 
The band was Moſes , © but the glorious arm wrapt in the 
cloud-was Gods : T hou /eadeſt. , 

God is indeed the great Srate-holder, the upholder of G+ 
vernwent in the World. The (ap of Maintenamce fits one- 
ly his head , (jus nutu gernntur onnia. The ſhields of the 
earth are the Lords, they beare his arms, image, and inſcripti- 
on; he holds them up, and over the world. | 

T he K ing dome us the Lords, and he 15 the chief Governowr amon 
the Nations , Pſal.22.28. and this Kingdome rules over all, 
Pſal.193.19, evenin and over the Kingdemes of meFdiſpo- 


ſing of Crowns, and Scepters , as he pleaſes, leading his | 


people by chem that are their Leaders, though noc by mira- 
culous or immediate , yet by ſpecial and over-ruling provi- 
dence. 

This is old doQrrine, and therefore 1 like it the better, as 
old as Tertulian. A Chriſtian, ſayghe, is no mans enemy, 
much leſs che Emperours , whom Ve knows to be appointed 
by his God, Go therefore, reverence the Emperexr, as a man 
next to God, and as one that has obteined whatever he bas 
gottenfrom God. And elſwhere, Thence comes the Empe- 
rowur , Whence comes his power, whence comes his ſpirit; 
which he learned from /rexexs, before him, He whoſe pow- 
erful Word creates ſouls,the ſame creates Princes and Poten- 
tates, his Word , whoſe ſaying is making , who has-ſaid of 
theſe men, Ne are gods. Pſal $2.6. 

That popular ſaying then, that all power is from the peo- 
ple , muſt be wiſely and warily underſtood, elſe it will be 
found both dangerous and irreligious. For though it's true, 
government of men over men is uſually comitred for executi- 
on to men,by the free conſent and choice of men;yet we muſt 
ſtill firmly hold,unleſs we deny providence,that it's primarily, 
principally, and originally from God, fromwhom , though 
in part by the good wils of men, deſcends every good and per- 


-fe# gift, Jam. 1-17. 


And ſeeing the power or dominion of men over beaſts 
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T be neceſſ;tie of 
; and creeping things is on all bands acknowledg'd ſo divine, 
as thag it's made a ſpecial part of Gods image, or likeneſs in 
| man, certainly the power and dominion of men over their 
| fellow-creatures men, muſt needbs e-much more divine , #46- 
er); , the very image that fell from f«piter , mention'd, 
| As 19-35+ Yea, the image of the living God , the true help- 
ing Father of the World , falne on men , cauſing them to 
ſhine like Ioſes with the glorious beams of his own power | 
; Communicated to them. In a word, tocloſe this particular, 
G »t of men is nothing for the ſubſtance, but a power 
Lapin eſtates an4 lives. But this power mult neceſlarily 
come primarily and originally from God; for who ſhall ex- 
empt the Magift rate, taking away any mans life and eſtate, 
from thoſe general , and by men uncontrolable Laws , Thou 
| ſhalt nit kill T how ſhalt not ſteal,but a divine diſpenſation, and 
alaw equal in authority to the former? 
A willing agreement and ſubmiſſiou of men is not a- 
lone ſufficient. For though I be willing to be kill'd , deſire, 
| yea command another man to kill me , yet he may not 
take away my life. Neither does the heinouſneſs or notori- | 
ouſneſs of mens crimes auchorize men to puniſh: for if one 
_ | were going to ſuffer for killing his own father, a private man | 
cannot without murther pur him to death. But thereis a di- | 
vine Law-impowring ſome men co theſe great aions,record- 
ed, Gen.9.6. He that fbeds mans bloud, by man foal his blondbe 
fed. God has reſolved and enaRed that in caſe of murther 
one man ſhall have power by vertue of this grant and grand 
Charter to take away, even the. life of his fellow-creature, | 
andthat lawfully. Neitherare we to conceivethat God will | 
himſelf puniſh every murderer , as Socinus would evade; 
for it's cleerly expreſs'd , By man ball. his blond be foed. God 
has authorized and deputed men to be his Miniſters and Ad- 
miniſtrators 0* judgement on men. The Maypiftrate or 
power is Gods Mimfter impowered, and ordained by him to / 
| execute wrath, z e. ſevere puniſhment, even to death, on evil. 
doers. | 
For 
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For be bears not the ſword invain ; and the ſword we know is 
the inſtrument of death. Feho/sophet in his charg to his Judges, 
tels them they judg'd net for men, i.e. primarily or onely, bur 
for and in the room of the Lord, as his Depwties and Vice-gerents, ' 
miniſters and inſtruments; ſo that what they do according to | 
his powers and inſtruQions , he does by them : Thow leddeſt, | 
thengh by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. * 

- Let the fear of God then fall upon all your hearts this 
day. Every thing thar's divine, ſprings from God , bears his 
Name and appointment, is ſacred and reverend. Power 
of ſome men over others naturally their equals, is from 
God his order and inſtitution. They could have no pow- 
er over us , our lives , and eſtates, were it not given 
and granted them , nor onely from beneath, by the will 
of men, but chiefly from above , by the will of God, | 
as our Saviour acknowledges concerning even - Pilates ju- | 
riſdition over him , which was aſurped , or at leaſt im- | 
pos'd without the free conſent of the people , as all Hiſtories | 


manifeſt. The powers that be, are ordained of Ged , and nv» power 
but is ſo , Rem-13-1. The God of gods has ſaid, 7 hey are 
gods , and we mult reverence - him. and his power in 
chem. 

What then? our Saviour ſaid concerning 7ob» Bapriſt, | 
What went ye ont to ſee? a man clothed in ſoft raiment ? &'c. We 
may apply to the preſent occaiton: What tome ye out for ro 
ſee? menclothed in Scarlet , meermen ? yea, 1 ſayunto 
you, Theſe are more chen men ; for God hath ſaid of theſe 
men, that they are Gods,and all children of the moſt High.<o 
chat, I hope, I may uſe in a better ſenſe the words of thoſe of 
Lyſtra : The gods, or rather God is come down tou i3n the like- 
meſſe of men. : 
Truly,my Lords,the ſolemn ſound of the Trumpet (a good 
HMemorananm of the grand Aſſize, whereat Judges them- 
ſelves muſt be judg?:},your ſcarlet dip'tin the blood of Ma- | 
lefactors, your erected ſeat of Juſtice and ſolemne attend- 
ance, are aptco breed awe inthe hearts of men- Bur, alas ! 
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| gy, lot, and inheritance ? what need of eaves the Prieſt ? 
. | Andis not the Lord amongſt us? does not he guide and go- 


this is burthe outfide, the ceremonie, and trappings of ho- 
nour, ad um phaleras. The ſacred majelty of God, 
whole perſonye repreſent, whoſe Judgement ye pronounce, 
on evill doers, (for the Fudgement i wot yours, but the Lords, 
Demt.1.17.) "This is that which makes ye truly honourable 
0 all religious and judicious mindes. Divinity is the main- 
ceiner of yourcivill Honoxr, and Keligipn beares up the Tri- 
bunall in reverence, whileſt men are tauSht co diſcern God, as 
having the chief hand and ſtroke in Government, by whom 
Kings reigne, Princes decree Juſtice, yea, all the Nobles and 
?mages of the earth. Whileft men ſee and acknowledge Gad 
ruling by Rnlers, and leading by them cthatare Leaders. Than 
leddeſt by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. | 

3 Bur leſt any ſhould be ſo wrapt up into the conſiderati- 
on of Gods Sovereignty and providential rule of the World, 
as to deſpiſe Moſes and eAaron, the Inſtruments he employs; 
we muſt give them a juſt and due conſideration, and fo the 
third particular, the Inftruments impſoyed by God in and for 
the handing down this heaven-borne bleſſing , By the hand, 
or Miniſteriallſervice, of Moſes and Aaron. 

It was the declarationof Corab , and his Complices (and I 
am ſorry to hear ſome men uſe even the very ſame words ; 
the dumbe earth opened her mouth againſt, and I thought 
| had ſufficiently confuted and buried, unlefle we could expe 

ſtones ſhould ſpeak) Are not ail Gods people holy ? his Cler- 


vern the World ? does he need 'any Vicars or Vicegereats ? 
what need of Moſes the Magiftrate? : 

But ſober Chriſtians, and luch as will, may eaſily under- | 
ſtand, that God, as at firſt he made allthings of nothing a- 


| 


lone by himſelf: fo he could, if he ſo pleaſed, preſerve and 
cotinue in being al things he has made alone by bimſelf,with. 
out the ſubſidiary and affiſtance of one creature to ano- 
ther. And hecould, as preſerve all creatures alone by him- 
ſelf, ſo inſtruc and teach,rule and governall men by his own 
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. Mo and Miniftery ; Thow leddeft thy people by the hand of Mo- 
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:God himſelf; and that they that deſpiſe the Ordinances 


| Papiſts are for the Supremacie of Aaron; Proteſtants are for | 
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poWer and Spirit, without the Miniſtery or ſervice either of 
Moſes or Aaron, Magiſtrate or Miniſter ; yet we know not- 
withſtanding Gods almightineſſe, he has appointed ſecon- 
dary cauſes, meanes, and inſtruments in order to preferva- 
tion; and it's no truſting, bnt tempting of God to-expeR pre- 
ſervation from him, unlefle we uſe the meanes appointed by 
him under his bleffing chereunto. Now as for preſervation, ſo 
for iſtration & correRion of evil doers God has appointed 


ſecondary meanes and inſtruments ; to wit, Magiſtrates and | - 


Miniſters. And it's no leſs preſumptuous tempting of God 
to expe immediate revelations in order to inſtruction, or 
miraculous executions of judgement from heaven on evil do- 
ers in order to correion:no, we muſt hambly uſe the means 
God has ſetled and ordeined thereunto, 

Not as if he could not do theſe things alone by himſelf, 
but in regard his wiſdome has ſo determined, partly co put 
the honour of employment on his creatures he has ficted 


thereunto ; partly to try our obedience to him by obeying | 


them. For it's a truth appears every day more and more, | 
that ſuch perſons as contemn the Miniſters of God (ind | 
Magiſtrates are Miniſters to00, Rows 1 3-4« He « the (Miniſter of | 
yp execute wrath ) will thereby be imboldened tocontemn 


and appointments of God, as to the Church, will hardly 0- 
bey men's, as to the State, for Gods ſake. Power and Autho- 
rity is, as hath been cleared; primarily and originallyin God, 
but he keeps it not in his own hands, bur delegates and de- } 
putes men -over men in his room and ſtead, ; 'to- whole care 
and guidance he commirshis people, making uſe of their ſer- 


And here we have twothings conſiderable. x The order. 
Then theunion. 


© 1 The order. Firſt 2/oſes : then eAaron. Moſer, whois he? 


the ſupream Magiftrare ; the priority and precedencie is his, 
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the ſupremacie of Moſes, And furely herein we obſerve 
Gods own order. In the prophecie of Haggai , Zerwbbabel| 
the Governour or Prince of the Captivity is five ſeverall 
timesconſtantly ſet before Joſhua the ſor of Joſedec the High 
Prieſt. Solomon put Abiathay from his place. S. Peter exhorts 
all Chriſtians without exemption to ſubmit to the King, ; 
urephyorre, as to him that bath apicens awuthoritatis, the ſuper- 
eminency over all perſons whatſoever. Surely Saine Peter 
becter knew Chrifts order then his pretended ſucceſſor. Ter- 
tullian acknowledges the Pagan perſecuting Emperony the 
next man to God , greater then all , whileſt lefſe then God 
onely. Neither is any ignorant that have look'd into Eccle- 
fiaſticall Hiſtory, how this ſupremacy of power, even in mat- 
ters of Religion was inlarged and exerciſed by the ſucceed- 
ing Emperonrs, when they became Chriſtians. Non eripit ter- 
reſtria, qui regna dat celeſtia. And what was the right of 
Emperours then, holds proportionably true of all ſupream 
Powers now under their ſeverall kindes and formes of Ad- 
miniſtration. ; | 
'Proteſtant-Miniſters were the revivers and chief maintain-| 
ers of this ancient truth againſt Popiſh claimes, with their 
inke and blood, for which the Aſfagifrate owes them a kind- 
neſſe, who notwithſtanding they differ among themſelves, 
as to the particular forme of Church«diſcipline,(do not Law- 
yers and Phyſicians differin opinion?)yet they all agree in an 
acknowledgement of ſubjeRionto the ſupream Magiltrate.. 
For Epiſcopall men, their Judgement is known. Presbyterians 
acknowledge themſelves accountable to the Magiſtrate in 
their Miniſteriall FunRtions. And Congregational men ſay 
give moreto the Magiſtrates power in matters of Reli- 
gion then the former ; ſo that though there be an avowed 
diſtinQion,: as to the right of Adminiſtration, (for we read 
not that Moſes medled with the adminiſtration of holy | 


dear it coſt Sax/ his ſacrificing, and Vzz5ab his incenſe burn- 


| fete rerat. | things after the conſecration of Aaron, and we know kBw 


| ing) yetſeceing there is a profeſſ'd ſabjeQion to the 
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ftratevſuperinſpeRion, regulation, and cenſure, there may 
well come in the {econd particular , the #niow , By the band 
of Moſes and Aaron. | | 

Not by the hand of Aoſes alone , nor by the band 
of eAaron alone , but by the band of Moſes and Aaron; 
both are inſtrumental in order to this mercie both 
-are employed by God , both uſeful and neceſſary ; ifor 
wichour Moſes they would not have been a people, a flock, 
but as ſheep ſcattered on the mountains of prey , having no 
Shepherd ; and without Aaron they would not have been 


| Gods pevple. As men, weneed Moſes; as Chriſtian men, we 


need Aaron. And better to be no men , then nor to bereli- | 
gious men; and to be no people, then not to be Gods.When | 
{ſrael Gods people here were tO be led out of Egypt , Moſes | 
Heathen commend,as a prudent and gallant | 
man) would not undertake this ſervice alone, wherefore for 
the facilitating the work, God tels him , Aaronthe Levite his 
brother was comming to meet him, and would be glad in his 
heart to ſee him. They meet, and kiſseach other, and both 
arecommiſſioned by Cod to bring {/-ae! out of Egypt; T hew 
leddeft thy people by the hand of Moles and Aaron. 


the ſingular, xo: , tO intimate the ##ity and conſeftencie 
of theſe ewo perſons and their fantions (diftinR, chough 
not oppoſite) rogether. Moſes and Aaron may be ſevera)l 

and his may be the longeſt, and yet they may well 


j 


| 


make up ſtill one hand of Government : bythe hand of Hoſes 
and Aron There is no inconſiftency *ewixt Moſes and 4e- 
row  Magiftracie and Mixiſterie. There's nojarring in the 


Moun*cwixt Afo/cr the ſapreme Law-giver , and: Fhjab - 
King-reprovingPro Afofes his rod though ir may de- 
youre the rods of the Egyptian Sorcerers of Rowe, (which is 


ſpiritually Egype ) that draw people tothe obedience of ano- 
ther <p veluer adnrends And Aaron bad a 


ved leidby the pet ff Minna: ” Sohad S. Pavi; Shelf 1 come mn- | 
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not inconſiſtent , but-ſubſerviene each to other, Lightning 
ſhould go before Thunder : informe, convince, then think 
of puniſhing men. 

Moſes and Aaron we know were brethren, and brethren 
naturally love one another, and are helpfull each to other. 
| When {ſrac{ was intangledi inthe warre with Awaleck, in the 
Wilderneſs, 1/oſes's hands grew weary and heavy , Aaron then 
beld them wp. Had nit Aaron helped Vaſes Maſerh bad not held ont, 

| nor 1ſracl prevailed againſt their enemies. . 
They were led, bur ſtill by the handof Moſes and Aaron: 
Whether isit any hinderance to this {o deſirable and uſe- 
ful harmony, that Aron pleads a divine right for his office,as | 
Aeſes for his: is it any wonder that brechrea lay claim to the 
ſame Father? doſes and Aaron arc Brethren. But to ſhew.the 
weakneſs of thisexception. Are not all Magiſtrares by-divine 
_— well as the Supream ? Does.not the Apoſtle. ſay, 
but of God ; and , Let'every ſoul be ſubje# #0 
. | the biger pawers? The Apoſtle ayes not , as Bexa 
4 Letevery ſonl be ſubjeit to the higheſt power , but to the higher 
| | powers. And inferiour Adagifrates are higher powers, in re- 
gn the people, as well as the Supream, Will they there- 
] fore undermine the Supream ? or muſt the Supream Aagi- 
reve, to ſhew- his Supremacy over all, perform all Offices in 
his own perſon ? Have not Mafersacleer divine right torwle 
their ſervants? Parents to rule their children? are they therefore 
- inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of the civil ow 
May they not with ſubordination and declared 
mould up into one civil Policie , recs ent Comma? 
I ani regard there areeril;envious 


| war Joc, ee the cares of divifionin the 
road Bas. wo, Moſer und Aaron. 
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but there's no ſuch complaint ; yea, contrarily we have in 
this very text a thankful acknowled t of Gods ſingular 
mercy inand by the government of both , ſubſcrib'd in the 
behalf of himſelf and all God's people, by the undoubted 
Prophet Aſaph: T hes leddeft (amongſt other ſpecial mercies) 
thy people by the handpf Hoſes and Aaron. - 
| Andthisleads meto the fourth particular , the ſubjeRts of 
this divine Government, Gods own people , Thy people. - 
The people whom he choſe out of all the Nations of the 
earth to be his peculiar people, a people to whom he was not 
onely a God, bur a King; for their Government was a Theo- 
cracy, as 7 bilecalls it. 
T he Lord was their Law-giver, the Lord was their King ; as 
they acknowledge, Efay 33-22. A people to whom he not 
only gave moſt excellent Laws withoutthem, to guide them, 
(for thei Laws were all divine, of Gods own framing) bur 
| alſo his holy Spirit within ,* to rule and govern them, yea, 
who enjoyed extraordinary manifeſtations of the Spirit, in 
Dreams, Viſions, and Revelations , Urim and' Thanmmine ; 
Gods miraculous preſence, going before them, and leading thend 
the (lend by day andthe Pillar of fire by night;& yet notwith- 
nding all this, God would not leave, even this people, to. 
their own private ſpirit, and ſelf- government, but commi 
them to the guidance and publick diretion of Moſes and 


Aaron, men [ubjetot paſſions, weakneſſes and miſcar- 
riages with themſelves. leddeft thy people by the band of 
Moſes and Aaron: 


_ By what hath been ſaid ( honouredand beloved ) ye may 
eaſily diſcern the ſelf-conceit, or at leaft deceit of theſe,who 
becauſethey are,as they ſay, Gods people,have his grace and 
Spirit within to teach and govern them, deſpiſe all outward 
inſtruction or government as below them, bitterly ſcorn and 
revile the Miniftery both of Myſes and Aarov. For Moſes 
the Law-giver, they have the Law written in their ena 
| They need (+ pp pag outward dead, killing letter. They. 


| have the Spiric : and no queſtion, the perk of God is as able 
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to make a man 0 2 ſudden without ſtudy or meditation an 
accompliſhe Lawyer, Phyſician, Husbandman, &c. (as a Mi- 
niſter ) and makes in that manner in theſe dayes as many of 
| one forr as another. But for Aarov, they are all Prieſts, and 
why nor Kings too, as well as folmof Leiden ? all NR 
| taught of God, andſhall they be put co charges ro be tanghe 
| of mem? 

| Bur fach Anabaptiſtical fancies as thef are ſufficiently diſ- 
| cover'd by the light of chis Text, to honeſt mindes, that ſeek 
nothing but truth, and the ſaving their ſouls, nor their tithes. 
” Forwe fee here plainly that God ſecled this way of govern- 
: > ing by .?2oſes and eFaron, ruling and teaching Elders , over 


his own people ; ts clecerly divine : and dare any man think 

God ſerled a Grvermment over his peopte,tyrannical, oppreſ- 
.five; or prejudicial cotheir temporal or ſpiricual concern- + 
memsZ yea, though in thoſe dayes , the Canon or Rule of 
divine Writ not briag fully compleared? 

The tree fpiritof ie,not that boortſh,apiſh ſprite, 
that ſcares Ranters and ;2nckers out of all ſenſe and reafon, 
was mare generally beſtowed then now ir is, or need to be ; 
yet God would tilt have a publick, outward , ſtanding 1a- 
fiftracie and rm: ou ophne and woe his people: _ -— | 

tharprefumptnou conemptnonully oppofed their di- 
Wen17-12 | retions, was to diethedeath: fo farwas God from leavi 
| | every one to his own humour, and ſelf-government, even of 
his own people, who were a Kingdom of Prieſts , holy, and 
deare unto God, as well as any now under the Goſpel, 

But ſays the Socinianiz'd Aneboprift, There's great diffe- | 

| rence *rwixt the Jewr and us: we are Chriftiens. You miuft' 
 Gralu,xex ſub- | not urge legal adminftracions and infticutions in Goſpel- 
axtia. Icen. | times, lanſwer, The Jews were Chriftians as well as we, 
Euſch. was che | were they not believers, ſaved by faith? Heb. 11. Was not A- 
» Y® | brabam one, who was the dry ie GIA The Jewith 
e's iſe | 10d Chriſtian Church differ not in fubſtance,bur in depree of 
4 . perfetion onely; in time and g notin nature. 
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ſeech you, Brethren, to know them that labour amongſt you, and are 


Minifters for admoniſbing them of their ſinnes and er- 
Tours , do, however they hide it , hate Magiftrates much 
more in their hearts , for puniſhing their perſons, Bur if | 
ſach principles of levelling «fzabapriſme prevail , it's no [ 


your patience to the Iaſt particular. The temper or manner 


Magiſtracie ind Mimiſterie 
Ceremonials, things that havein them any thing peculiar; 
pica), proper to the 7ews as ſuch, no way allowable under | 


the Goſpel ? ifnot, their exception is vain and frivolous. 
But who were they ro whom Saint Paw writes , rvbe /#b- | Ron 13 1, 


| jefF to the higher powers ? Were they not Chriſtians > Does 


henotenjoyn T :tx to put Chriſtians in minde , to be /abje& | Tit's 3.1, 
to principalities and powers, to obey Magiftrates? This is New 
Teſtament-doQrine, and is not that a Chriſtians ? ze be. 


ever you in the Lord, (furely without ſelf-exaltarion, and love 
of pre-eminency) azd to eſteem them very hi gbly for their work 


moſt ſcornfully miſ-eſteem them, hating them whoſe ſpecial 
ofice it is to reprove in.the gate. And no queſtion, they that hate 


matter whether men be Magiſtrates or Miniſters ;- 


Fley'lmake a perfe@ parity : which if it be the Co/pel- Refor- 
mation , it's juſt it ſhould be a thorow one. Bur ſhall cloſe | 
upthis with the ſerious and ſeaſonable admonition of Saint | 
Peter : Wherefore, Beloved, ſering ye know theſe things before, | * ©3417. 
(what they tend 50) take heed, leſt ye be carried away, 7 

a land-flood) with the errour roy affigquor, of the lawleſs ones, 

or, as weread it, wickedones. And they may welf and co- 

pechers for lewleſſe perſons are wicked per[ons, either they muſt 


as with 


ſa or the lawes. Such they have formerly prov'd ; wit- 
e Circumcelliones, or rigid Danatifts of old, and the | 


Ws 4 in Germany of late. | 


But leſt any ſhould Jurmiſe, as theworld is full of jealon- | 


fie and miftake, that I have Jens all this - prbaoaas -— | 

ryranay, oppreſſion, or perſecution of quiet and harmle 

peroe z. for infolent domination over Gods people, either 
Y 


Moſes os «Aaron, Hagifrate or Miniſter ; let me requeſt | 
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of this Government, which I have hitherto vindicate d and 


two things it, Lenity, Unity. Iam for both. 

1 Lenity, like a fleck ;notlike an herd of Swine, or drove 
of Oxen, that are driven by violence and rigour; - but like a 
flock of (beep, that mult be gently and tenderly led. . The Rs- 
manes ſometimes took their Generals from the Plough,which 
rips up the bowels of our common mother, the earth ; but 
God, when he choſe a man after his own heart co govern his 
people, David , from following the Ewes great with young , (a 
condition requiring all tenderneſſe) he 19k, bins that be might 
feed Jacob by people, and Iſracl bu Inheritance, He brought 


him up atender Shepherd ever feeef, that ſo he might make | 
him (woquira aacy, as Homer calls his Prince) « fit Shepheard 


of men Moſes was a man of the ſame occupation, a Shepherd, 
and of the ſame temper and diſpolition too ; the meckeſff mes | 


backs; his gentle hand it is by which God /ed Iſrael ; no Pha- 
eton's or Firing s : T hen leddefh thy prople by the hand ef Moles. 
7 It notes as a leading with lenity, ſo in unity, [NYD, ficxe | 
pecudem, like one ſheep in reſpe&t of unity ; like a flock, in 
reſpe& of ſociety and commuuion. Our Saviour oftencom- 
bis Deſciples to ſheep; it's his uſuall -Hieroglyphick , 
gh 25. Sometines to a fleck,, Ls 4g ary” 
latle flock; Sheep are animalia ag gregatit/a. Love the fleck, thy 
nagoguize, to aſſemble together. Beaſts of 
prey, as lions and beares are ſo/zvage, love to wander alone. 
it's true, ſheepareaptto go aſtray; and therefore Shep- 
herds are » bur it's never more then when they 
leave the $ rd and the ſheep-fold. 1 have gone aſtray 


like a ſheep that's loft, P/al-119.u/t. We read inthe Goſpel 


great ſecurity, as wellas comfort, in the communion of ſound 
and honeſt Chriſtians. The communion of Saints is indeed 
an article of our faith, but we have diſputed it almoſt to no- 
thing. I care not to graſpe ſhadowes, Ge = 

_—— Sights 


wpen the face of the earth, as ſoft as the wool on his Sheeps Z 


b 24 
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} elights.not in ſubtle, nice, and unneceſſary ſeparations: and | 
þ diviſions. Ie pleaſes him little to ſee his people ſcatter'd up. | 
and down in holes and hedge- bottoms. He loves to ſee.them | 
tangnam gregem, likea flock. Thos leddeft t 
| And 6 that Gods nag. would be like 
like a flack, And to that end that they would without peeviſh- 
nefle or prejudice be led, as God inall ages has led his peo- 
ple by Aoſerand Aaron, Magiſtrates and Muniſters ; for 
_—_— is no-infallible ſpirit.co dire&t us in our dayes, 
| anleſfe in the Popes chair, or the Anabaptiſts fteol, it's the ſu- 
| reſt and beſt way of government. God has now left us to 
> follow, at leafteo ſubmit to the judgements of ſuch men as 
, God in the way of providence, has (according to the judge- 
; ment of men able to diſcern) endowed with gifcs ſuitable to 
; places of publick inftrutionor diretion. For ſelf-conceited 
| fancy and pretended revelation, or authorization by the Spi- 
; 


rit onely, is the mother of allconfuſion and delufion. 

And 6 that Magifrater whom God has defigned to rule, | 
would lead his people hke x flock, in unity with leniry. So as | 
to be neither 7ebw'2,driving to0 furioully,leit they over- drive | 
the ſheep; nor yet Gal5e's, ruling roo..negligently, betraying | 
their own authority, together with the peoples ſecurity. | 


Epheſ.4-16, that the whole body of the Church being com- | 

paced, not diſtrated Into fattions and fraftions, (which 

we know hinder thriving by diſlocation) may grow to the | 

increaſe of it ſelf in love. ec N 
And that people wen!d know them that are over them as Pa- | 

| flors aud Shepherds in the Lord, hearkenta them, following their | 

faith, and ſound Dotirine, ſeeing = render an uCcount of 

la 


their ſexles to the chief Shepherd at 2 day, that they may do 
it with joy , net grief of heart, which will not be profitable for 


 — 


them. 


to drive the chariot of the Sun 


— — — 


people lik @ flack:-, 
s people here, | 


Ezek:13 7. 


March.26;3 1.14 


That Miniſters would ſtudy &nity, the end of their Office, | Eph4'-4.16 « 


H: b.13-7,17, * 
1 Pet. $4. - 
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be meceſſrie of 


= ——- | 
mo? fg: Let mercy precedency, ge go 


| 


at 


, and overtake 
To'rake out the c Fragen di Arm darn 
: ſotelore werey, a 1ſt 


he's your brother. The beaefic ir 

lycalled , is, as I conceive, under yonrSanſipe vom, « 
prudetit niaigatianeef che ſaverity of our Lewes, wiſely in- 
ewiſted imtothe ad miniſtration of juſtice, by our fore-lecing 
fore-fathers, who knew our temper, that we could endure 
neither all Bonk: _— all ſevericy. Too much {berry will 
make us wi much / make us mad. Medio 


this che meanis fafeſt, ſt. - 


Lead #5then, in aword, like a flock; with leniry, leſtywe be 


by our kgepers ; with anity, letwe worry one 
axnother. -So aime at ro uſe ſo ex- 
| —— Soha 
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